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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer image file entitled deadgirl, also known as PhotosYTo 
sort\Tasteless\deadgirl, is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

This classification is primarily because the publication degrades and dehumanises a 
girl to a significant extent and degree. 

The publication is a computer image file of a colour photograph. The image is 
accessed from a Jaz disk formatted for an AppleMac computer. The title is typed 
across the top of the page. The photograph explicitly presents a dead girl lying on a 
bloody sheet. The image focuses on the girl’s battered and bloody face which has the 
appearance of having been crushed. Skin appears to be hanging off her face, 
particularly around the area of her nose and forehead. Her mouth and the one eye 
visible are open. The girl appears to be about 12 or 13 years old. 

The effect of this presentation is to lower the dignity of the girl and present her as a 
spectacle, rather than a human being who has suffered a horrific and tragic death. 
The location of the image within a folder entitled “Tasteless” further points to the lack of 
dignity accorded to the girl. This, along with the fact that the image is located within a 
directory containing numerous images of a highly sexual nature, helps to create a 
strong inference that the publication has a prurient purpose. As a result of a 
combination of the above factors, the Classification Office finds that the availability of 
the publication is likely to be injurious to the public good. 
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Section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) applies to this 
publication. However, by virtue of the extent and degree to which the publication 
degrades and dehumanises a girl, and what appears to be the prurient purpose of the 
computer image file, this publication is determined to be objectionable. The 
Classification Office considers this a reasonable limit on freedom of expression, under 
s5 of the NZBR Act. 


OFLCRef: 9901133 
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